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THE RED FLAG MAN
llllll I ! I M Bfc.

CLIVE PHILLIPP3
By

WOLLEY,
(Author of "The Chlcnmon Stono," Etc.)

When you take a ticket for Vancouver,
J. C. acroH th Canadian PaclMc railway,
you receive a folder which expatiates up-

on tho marvelous scenery of the Ilm and
the grandeur of tho Roeklcs through
which that line passe, but no mention Is
mr.de In It of tho red flap mon, or of what
they mean to the passenger of tho ( I'.
railway.

From your PullttUUl window you pee a
panorama of beauty, stem and wild, and
free, gliding by you as you II" dreamlnK
In your lower berth; you see, If your
r.dnd has eyes, the first chnpter In the
history of a great nation, but you don't
see the red flag men.I They are like the coal from which the
power Is obtained which propels your loco-

motive, luimt-le- . unobtrusive, but neees-aar- y.

Growler was a red flag man. His ral
nanie was rosvencr, and He had, as a
boy. dreamed of the "service" and a Vic-

toria Cross. After a career of failure at
school, caused principally by his Inability
to understand thai figures had anythliiK
to do with flchtlng, he had wakened to
find himself in the service of tho O. r
railway, the discontented wielder of a red
flag, a private In tho ranks of a great In-

dustry, known to his comrades as Grow-b- r,

because he could see no glory in the

bread.
dull duty by which he had to earn his

For the year that he had served the
great trains had gone safely; they had
gone safely for ten years before his nd-- v

ni in thr line; there seemed no reason
vhy they should not always go safely,
nnrt ihr.r f.ii-.- - the monotims- of his iob
liad made Growler slack.

What ehanc was there, be argued of
anyone distinguishing himself at such a
rotten camo'

At first Growler had seen seme dignity
in his service. A thousand lives lay In his
hand: But that had nil passed By dally
use his work hail become merely a
monotonous "grind." so many miles out
and back, 80 many limes a day and night,
in any weather, for small pay, unnoticed

unknown.
His beat lav cast and west of him as he

sai. a long lev run in the natter part of
the foothills

There were no giant peaks to silr the
imagination, no impending snowslldes to
snggi-s- t great danger.

It was iust a piece of rolling cattle coun-tr- y

In the spring, through which a broad
and turbid rivr wound In hxips

At the moment anyone but (jrowler
would havo noticed the ominous roar-o- f

He had heard It incessantly for BO long,
that its noise had become part of his nor-m-

environment, like the vast spaces, the
smell of the sage bush, and the gloriously
tinted velvet of those rolling uplands.

All he saw was "old Bill's Hats." and the
long parallel lines of the company he
served.

For an lmir he sat In front of bis cabin
Immovable is the boulder he sat upon,
while his mind went back to the rectory
In which he was born, and to a little case

f medals which lay on the drawing-roo-

lable of that west country bom'
The Grovenors who had won those

I things bad had thteir nances, why should
he never have his

Then a hawk lit upon a rock two hun-dre- d

years away, and taking his Winches-le- r
Growler lay down, and nestling his

cheek lovingly against its stock, sighted
the bird.

There was a i"ng pause while the man
held his breath, and then the bird Cell a
broken handful ol bones and feathers

i don't know Hint figures would have
Improved my shooting," muttered the
n:an. and then as the sun was beginning

. to set he b illed his lull.', and ate his soll-tar- y

meal.
About midnight It would be his duty to

ride his machlAi along the line to see thai
all was clear for the westbound train. He
ought to have secured some sleep during
the day, but be had had a bad day of it,
thinking too much of what might have

J been, and was therefore, when the moon
I tom' cold);,- over, tt. polished bars of steel,

"a bit Jumpy.' Besides his lame leg had
bfen troubling him.

I The river's VOlci , Which he rarely no
ticed, had become audible to hlno, and
familiar bluffs took on strange and threat- -

shapes.
He looked at his watch.
In another hour th- - westbound express

'' wo , Id be .done biarlng with It a load of
careless sleepers, lucky devils who had
their chances he thought He mounted his
marhlne and went east.

t the tirst culvert he dismounted
It was all right still, but he had had no

r.otion that the snows were going so fast
If such weatnc: continued there, would

b floods and washouts soon, and surely
the roar of the river was louder than it
had any right to 1"- H' slopped to look

It was Impossible of course, and yet In
the uncertain light it looked to him as if
it was running bank high, and Hie way of
It was like the way of a tide tip.

When he reached the trestle bridge,
found that tin- light had not fooled him.

There must have been a cloudburst of
kind up stream. Snow, however rap-Idl- y

melting, could not have so swollen the
river since morning, but ever as the river
ran, she raged uselessly against the
stout piers which supported the cotn-rally- 's

bridge.
Growler covered his twelve miles with-cu- t

finding more ihan an occasional stone
upon the track, and then he sat down
Sprain upon his boulder, to wait until the
fmoko plumed monster with Its line of
brilliant eyes, should Hash by and be

5 gone.
As usual 'lis thoughts reverted to the

inlght-hn- i He saw himself a
badcr of men. ns others of his name had

HI bei n, and Ue ground his heel into the little
HI red flag at his feet which was his badge
I J of servitude

All he asked of fate was some big thing
to ilo, some enemy worth fighting Why

.4 should lie be shut oul of the arena of men,j picketed for life between a river and a
railway

J And SS he thought the old bitterH thoughts, th( riser like a vast and tawny
I ;5 di gon tossed white crests In thiI half llghl. and raved on beneath him

J Ptronger than any army r.f man's ma- -
king. Surly th.-- was big enough; an
enemy sufficient for any man's pride.

r&3m Rven Growler listened to It now
'"-'i-

J The threat In its voice wu.s unrnlstakable,
fl! and yet he miss, a tn message of it Thi
j loop of the river round which Growler's

heat ran was horseshoe shcuM, butH though this horseshoe twelve milesJ round Its outer curve, the heis of It wero
Hi hi close together that the flagman's cabin,

and the trestle bridge standing on either
'."'J n',,?, ot l,hoc' were barely half a mileHH
'h'A In the pTn-- . moonlight Grosvenor could

M ,1n l'3,',:,i's Of the trestle, but be couldir$S Se, 'hough (iirnly, tho bulk pf It against
aJhw the sk

II .iust half n hour before the scheduledHH time at which the westbound expressHH should cross tho trestle, a huge buttress
W of gravel and rock, which had stood for'

. M, centuries kr.ee deep in the river's brirn..jj vent out with a roai and was mixed In a
.2 jciment with the heavy Pood

Things were growing serious, or might
' soon become so. and Growler's spirits rose,

' nnd bis brain became active,
."i FYom habit he looked toward the tres- -'m tie. not bpe.iuse any fool flood like, that

rfj could 'natter to the groii bridge, but JustHH from habit.HH ud et what nonsense was this0
.ViS: Meht was no worse than It had been,

' 'he moment he COUld see no tr.'S- -HH iilm bulk which had alwaysHH OH 'hi far side, where the trainsHH i from north to south of tho ner
'1 red fla maD covertxl his eyes and

waited; when he uncovered them, they
tt Id him the same Impossible story.

Ther Was do trestle
In a moment he was face to face with

the great thing he had waited for. As
tho river had swept out the gravel but-
tress so It had swept out man's bridge,
and there was no longer any way over for
trl express

Way over'' N'o. hut there was a way In!
Roaring along at her night speed In the

flat, with hundreds inside of her. sleep
lug securely In the knowledge that unslK-liale-

she Was safe, the express Would
dive headlong Into that hideous flood.

It was his business to signal her.
The enemy was through the lines He,

Grosvenor. the sentry, had been sleeping
at his prsf runl the giant roaring below
was laughing at "another surprise of the
Brltlah forces "

No! By heaven, no! That should not
be!

He tore his machine from Its place and
swung It onto the track, but before he
had mounted his brain had told him that
that scheme would not do. He was cut off
by tho river Even If he could ride the
twelve miles In twentydlve minute--- ,
which wal Impossible, he would, at the
end of his ride, be on the wrong side of
tho river.

There WSS where he wanted to be. there
there, only a mile from where he stood,
anrl there was no way except across that
swirling flood which crushed earth's but-
tresses and made matchwood of man's
bridges

It was stronger than an army; how
OOUld one man struggle against It? Ah!
but his thought br.neeii mm lie nno
asked day and night, for vears. for som
deed to do he had boasted to himself
that he would have charged an army to
win the v. C

Here was the deed; where was the man?
To attempt It meant certain death

Those are the deeds for which England
sometimes pays with glor Tes but even
to a red flag, life Is dear ,rFven to a
hero," some voice seemed to reply, "glory
is not cheap.' it never is cheap except
when it Is that of another man. read of
in the press

But the right blood was In Growler so
that as the voices answered each other In
his brain his game leg had taken him
down to the river's bank, and his clothes
were dropping Oft him onto the boulders
over which the spate lapped and hissed.

For one long minute he stood shivering
on the brink of the impossible which had
to be done, and then he heard the banshee
cry of the coming train She was still
two stations away

"It WSS my sentry go." he muttered.

and the next moment a roar nf dovlllsh
laughter came up froiii the river's bed.
for the strongest of the forces of nature
had a human heart t play with and con-quo- r.

A but It was island bred, that
anil" tho ilnd, whom Mandi-r- fnru'l too
often, loves the nun who light against
long odds, so that, though the red dragon
took it and chewed it in his Jaws, and
spat It out again In a Fpnmr of white
water though be roiled it over and over
in his bed llko n wandered log, that living
flotsam missed the other wreckage of
which the river was fnll. bj i nalr'S
breadth, and near mld-strea- tn was still
Ihaklng a stroke or two towards its goal,
whenever It came to the surface

Growler had expected to die at the first
plunge, good swimmer though he was, so
that his first few Strokes wore made al-
most and. r plot. St aS hi lllK t I. II. Minus
ngainst such a current.

Even when half waj across, the man
barely did more than wonder why death
w.ih so lone delayed; but when he saw the
further side he remembered' why he was
in that deafening, hustling flood, remem-
bered the srrjtt live thlntt thru was racing,
to Its doom, and set himself to cover that
):i"t half of the course with all the cool,
calculating courage of his breed.

T I Ir "rotten leR." ;is h called It, was
more useful in the water than on land.
ami though the great surges tossed him
it one moment, and burlcdhlm the hexl
they gave film breathing spells In which
to edge a foot or two nearer th shore,
until at last an InsWSSpIng rush sent him
blundering amongst submerged boulders.
Upon whhh, but for luck, he would havo
bl n ground to pieces

instead, ho was left, caught like other
drift, behind on. of limn and lay there,
like noUgh to drown now In two feel of
Water, though he hud come safe through
tho Hood. He wan utterly spent, and
something had struck him besides the
boulder, so tTiat his whole body seemed
dead on one side.

' lilt. I guess." he muttered, half con-
sciously, 'that's whin the good 'uns go
on," and lifting his limp body out of the
water, h crawled weakly up the bank

I

l"r m the top of If he COUld see the line,
and clinging with th tenacity of s hull-.!- -'

lo ins htst remnant of life and con-
sciousness he spent his strength In a tot-
tering race tpwafds the oncoming train

Bhe must have time in spite of the air
brakes, such a train going nt such a pace
enuul not be stopped In her own length

Tho broken bridge was behind him. the

river was rrnn, nnd the moonlight still
held.

So far It was well, but though h
thought he wns running he could not
breathe, he knew that he could not keep
his senses much longer even if he had
them Still, ami there was a strniiKO air
humming In his head

Ah. yes. those were the bagpipes, no
doubt Thej always play when men win
thi V ;nvi that patn In his leg was
another wound.

Luokily, at that moment, a sound he
knew ' died him to himself Tin- metal
bi tween which he rang whispered to him.
Ih.-i- ;i Strong, live pulse drummed In
them, and In I he east a glow crept along
them towards the runner which was
neither the glow of moonlight nor of
dawn

. Then Growler knew his duty nnd won
his cms? He could make no legitimate
Blgnal He had neither lannv nor flag

Naked he stood save for his shirt, and
a figure standing waving thnt from the
side of the tra k might he seen or might
not.

In the middle of the track he nr:t be.
son. and In the middle of the track he
Stood, stark naked before God and man,
lour srpiare to the death he realized, wav- -

log his red shirt for a warning to others,

and though the driver Jammed on the
hrakes with a savage Western cui'e,

which the recording angel mistook for a
prayer, the brakes could only sigh over
that which they were not strong enough
to save,

When the King pinned on Growler's

aBIIH
Icloi la .1 wonder If flthat the h st ho1.1I r don't hoi

but lust lin.l tuem n the rourjll
fThe end.) 1

(Copyright In ho Tubed State!
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Cuban Diarrhoea.
TJ. S. soldiers who served In i"uba

during the Spanish war know what
this disease Is, and that ordinary rem-
edies have little more effect than bo
mui li water. Cuban diarrhoea Is al-

most as severe and dangerous as a
mild attack of cholera. There Is one
remedy, however, that can always be
depended upon, as will be seen by the
following certificate from Mrs. Minnie
Jacobs of Houston, Texas; "I hereby
certify that Chamberlain's Colic.
Cholera and Diarrhoea Remedy cured
my husband of a severe attack of Cu-

ban diarrhoea, which he brought home
from Cuba. We had several doctors,
but they did him no good. One bot-
tle of this remedy cured him, as our
neighbors will testify. I thank God
for so valuable a medicine." For sale
by all leading druggists.
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f IS WHAT YOU WANT, espe- -

T daily when buying groceries. T

We are the people that can fur- -

nish them to you at the right

I price. T

I

l T. E. Harper )

X "Good Things to Eat" t
f tf 77 E. Second South St. 4t i

HAND
SflPOLIO
For Toilet and Bath

Delicate enough for the softest skin,
and yet efficacious in removing any
stain. Keeps the skin In perfect con-
dition. In the bath gives all the de-

sirable after-effec- ts of a Turkish bath.
It should be on every wash-stan-

ALL GROCERS AND DRUGGISTS.

MSN MEDICINE
FREE

Younjj Manhood Back Aain
Are you polr.if to koep on the way you ar

weak xiWL-rU'-e hopelep And unabU ?
Or thall the rreat MAN MEDICINE rlvo

you once more tho funto of Joyful satisfaction,
tho pulso anrl throb of physical plaaaura 'he
keen wjiso of MAN 9EN8ATION, tho luxutv
of life, the imiK and snp of BuDT POWEI;
and rnmfort MtEK?

MAN MEDICINE tlor-- that
It niakoa rnan mighty In man otrenrth ar l

man fOTO. Ii the ability of vouth-cur- cs
nervous debility and man Vreokneu

You feel again tho glow and gleam of itvtf
living.

Tho prODf l Of MAN MEDICINE Is your
to provo and try without a dollar or a ccnl 10
i I: We Knd it FP.EE plain wrapper sealedprepaid dollvtred.

It wil do what you want It to do MAN
MEDICINE d9 what Man flint lido.

H roakM rn"n REAL MEN man like man
powerful-refreshen thn r.f body
sources and kcrp tht-- full

Your name alone? and where to send theMan Medicine that Is all you have T DO 0?
SEND or ASK We send It frfo to every dis-
couraged on of tho man sex.
INTERSTATE REMEDY COMPANY

271 Luck Building, Detroit, Mich,

W The Best Hot Weather Med3

25c, 50cidjMiS!I- - MSEluSS 1

B PREVENT ALL fWWEB BOWEL TROUBl-Ef-
tl

I Pre --Inventory Shoe Sale
"

W I
j-

- I (Jjxc Biggest Skoe Event We j
I

j
Have Inaugurated This .Year. j

lmui "v. fei Jtk TKe extraordinary growth of our shoe trade has amazed friends and the disinterestdj
wrlf SBftM alike. Instead of it being merely a shoe department, the space occupied lias assume

tsW y' proportions of an extensive store. No shoe store in the city carries a stock x
jjwj I 'jttBtfy' women and children s shoes as large as ours. All or which means a tremendous stocjl
I'f' Aft sJSFuF And now as inventory time has nearly arrived, the stock must be reduced. And tin

yfj3Hw wy to reduce a lare stock, is to reduce it! cut the prices!

fjPSpOPf Women s Oxfords and Shoes.
ja 1

BUA MTnf All $5.00 and $6.00 ones lC M agnificent lines of women s 4
2lfiM

' SX&Z 1 J -- v)- oxfords in dark tan, 1 M
V&y snappy styles and cor- - m n l i
viWj A W black vici, white canvasjMl 7 rect lasts --- --- $2.00 oxfords for - " JL

A1l $3-5- and $4.00 ox- - Misses' and children's strap "V 1
win fords and shoes latest W .. slippers in black or tan, W

fjijjp shapes, high grade makes jBBttiS regular $1.50 and $2.00

All $2.75 and $3 shoes and K Ml9S,.an ctiildren's slippers and Aft
Ml K 0 W oxroras blacks, tans, cnam- - 3 mmKji
i2ul IsR oxfords smart Style, of W pannes, in pretty button, lace

I anC 'S'y S

I Boys Oxfords.g "BkI
j Sizes 10 to 2, $1.95 SllT to1. Sizes 2l to 6, $2.35

lylf B Sale begins early Monday morning. Do not wait until afternoon W

S0P- - Avoid the afternoon rush by shopping in the forenoon.

Ml K fJ BCk TKe wKolc marvels the ol thi The thattl city at success s store. reason of success is apparent to o ir frienajj

I They know that our methods win trade. Xhere is much in a customer getting her money s worth; obtai

NSoflfl '
- baralns whcn bargains are expected; being able to return goods; having money refunded willing

Wjj believing absolutely m our advertised statements; finding out through comparison of goods and prices thi

J3 merchandise is sold at this store at the lo west possible price consistent with good business. In other worm

s& our policy is broad and generous and we do thing's in a big, aggressive way. This house tells the peo

Sample Line of Infants Long and Short
JJ88r' I Dresses at Half of Regular Prices.

M - flit is not often a house is fortunate in buying a traveling
SUj man s line of samples. At half prices there should be big response.

fiiife&siibv Included in the purchase are a number of children s French
dresses, in sizes from 2 to 6 years. Only one of each kind. J f

51 OO for 50c. S3.O0 for SI. 50. S$1.25 for 63c $5. 00 for $2.50.
WMm ?2 00 for $1.00. S9.00 for $4.50. iO

Ril l$r Emhroidery Laces. J S
lViIriB "' ' Cotton galloon laces, In cream ecru The ladles will be Interested in a large B
MIA H I vUl0r anr, vniil'' t'sed for trimming lawn and beautiful stock ol imbricl iV lifiMisiii BiTm T'
Vl IK ri dresses. Worth up lo 25 cents n J r embroidery and insertion. Width ftll r m VI
Mm y yard S mches. Special AVt J M .J' bTCORSET COVER EMBROIDERY CAMBRIC.

j


